
FoBW CHAIRMAN'S REPORT 2017 
 
INTRODUCTION & OVERVIEW. 
 
One of the main aims of The Friends of Badock's Wood has been to keep it in a condition 
whereby it may be enjoyed by both wildlife and the general community.   
 
Clearly to achieve this we need the assistance and good will of the Bristol City Council. 
 
Given the financial pressures on the BCC, the amount of work that can be done in the woods  
has been diminishing steadily over the past few years. However, in general , the woods have 
been kept in good order and the council has assisted the FoBW where possible.   
 
We do have areas damaged from time to time but in the main, the woods are still a safe and 
enjoyable place to visit. 
 
THE FUTURE. 
It seems to me that people visit the woods for three main reasons : 
1. Recreation. 
2. Wildlife. 
3. Historic interest. 
 
This year a new a new Badock's Wood Management plan is being developed and will be 
presented as soon as possible. This plan will cover much of the ground on the first two 
points.  
Also after an extensive archaeological survey, the amount of information on my third point 
will be greatly extended. 
--------------------------------------- 
I would like to thank: 
Geoff our Treasurer for managing our finances,  keeping the books and the banking. 
Linda and Frances who have laboured long and hard over the new Management plan 
Mike and the Litter Picking team who have kept the woods so tidy over the past year 
Mike, Sian and others are monitoring the birds of the wood, river invertebrates and other 
wildlife. 
 
The walks and talks have been interesting, successful and well attended, again, thanks to 
the dedicated enthusiasts who lead them. 
 
Finally, my thanks to all members of the FoBW and the community who have helped in the 
woods and supported the organisation and the events over the past year. 
 
I look forward to your support in the future. 
 
 
Tony West 
Chairman 
March 2017  



FOBW Secretary’s Report 2016/17 
 
At last year’s AGM I reported that we had been shortlisted for two  Bristol Green Volunteers 
Award (2015) .   
We were delighted to win in both categories!   
 
Friends of Badock’s Wood won  the Volunteers for Nature Award which is awarded to 
volunteer projects that 

 help to make Bristol a nature-rich and wildlife-friendly city 

 bring people and nature together 

 help communities conserve and restore nature in Bristol and beyond 
and I won the It Doesn’t Stop Here Award which is awarded to a volunteer who 

 has been volunteering for many years before 2015 

 has plans and potential for ongoing activity 

 is committed to Bristol long term 
As a group we were very pleased to have been recognised in this way and I was personally 
thrilled to win this award which I think was a first for me. 
 
Meetings 
During 2016, I have organised and minuted the AGM, ordinary meetings and committee 
meetings.  I have also attended some of the Bristol Parks Forum meetings on behalf of 
FOBW as well as other meetings, conferences, etc. for FOBW. 
 
Newsletters 
I produce regular – approximately  monthly – e-newsletters and our mailing list is currently 
385 people, mostly members plus council officers and local press contacts. 
 
Membership 
We do not have a membership scheme as such.  Anyone can become a member of FOBW by 
providing their email address to us.  We don’t charge a membership fee but neither do we 
have the resources to paper mail people nor hand deliver news.   I maintain the 
membership list.  In the last 5 years this list has risen from 70 members to 385. 
 
Events 
I organise events and activities throughout the year.  We had a full programme of events in 
2016 and a similar programme is planned for 2017.  In addition to organising the 
programme of events I design and produce the publicity leaflet and posters for these 
events.  If anyone is willing to help by distributing the posters that would be useful.  We 
would like a list of people who can put a poster up in their library or their corner shop, for 
example.   
 
Leaflets 
We also decided in 2016 that an information leaflet advising the neighbouring properties 
about Badock’s Wood and how to “Keep It Lovely” is needed given the level of fly tipping 
from properties.  Garden waste and rubbish is regularly dumped over back fences and the 
leaflet aims to reduce this and advise people that it is not allowed and who to contact to get 
their waste collected and / or report a problem.  Ditto water pollution – too many people do 
not understand that the street drains and many drains on their properties drain straight into 
the river. 
 



Fundraising 
One of the things I also do is write funding bids.  I wrote a bid for funding for this leaflet to 
the Neighbourhood Partnership and they gave us funds towards it.  Not as much as we had 
sought but enough to employ a designer and to get some printed.  This is still work in 
progress but we hope to have it finalised in the coming months. Anyone who would like to 
help with the proof reading of the leaflet and delivering it once printed please let me know. 
 
Management Plan rewrite 
A major activity for me for the last few months has been rewriting the 5 Year  Management 
Plan for Badock’s Wood.  It has taken longer than we had hoped to put it into another 
format but it is hoped to have it in sufficiently rewritten and updated to talk to the Council 
about it soon.   
 
Frances Robertson, FOBW Secretary, March 2017 
 
 
 

FOBW Management Plan Coordinator’s Report  
 
Our current five year plan is coming to an end this month, and the production of a new five 
year plan is currently underway. A new and hopefully more user-friendly and focussed 
format has been adopted and I would like to thank our secretary Frances Robertson for all 
her help and hard work on this to date, Work is continuing on this. 
 
In January this year, I did five days fieldwork in the woods with Nicola Strange who is 
undertaking an archaeology master’s degree at Exeter University. Nicola has produced an 
archaeological survey of the woods that aimed to record features indicating human 
relations with the woods. Nicola will be talking about the results of her work at the AGM 
and a copy of the report will be available on our website. The fieldwork was fascinating and I 
was delighted to have had the opportunity to work with Nicola on this project. The results of 
this survey will inform various areas of the management plan. 
 
I’d like to thank Mike Townsend and his litter picking group for all the work they do to keep 
Badock’s Wood looking great. 
 
 
Linda Wilson 
Management Plan Coordinator  
15.3.17  



FOBW Bird Survey report 2017  
 
Introduction 
During 2016 the group continued to carry out a monthly survey of the birds in the wood. 
The results vary greatly depending on weather and season but give an indication of variety 
and number of birds that the wood supports. The most numerous birds noted during the 
surveys were Crows, Wood Pigeon and Wren. A total of 32 different species were recorded 
by the surveys with another 5 species being recorded by walkers. 
 
Amongst the birds of interest that were seen during 2016 was a willow warbler in April. This 
is an infrequent visitor to the wood and almost certainly passing through on its return flight 
to Africa. The sparrowhawk was seen several times flying between the trees hunting its prey 
and there were several sightings of a heron visiting the pond looking for food. 2016 was a 
very good year for seeing our smallest bird the goldcrest with a beautiful orange stripe on 
the top of its head. Dippers were also seen on several occasions although this is usually by 
looking down the stream into the Westbury Wildlife Park. This emphasises the importance 
of the Wildlife Park as a sanctuary for wildlife. The bird most frequently mentioned by 
visitors to the wood is the grey wagtail. This bird, often with striking yellow on chest and 
belly is frequently seen along the stream catching flies and water creatures. Two birds of 
note that are less frequently seen but which can sometimes be heard are the tawny owl and 
the drumming of the great spotted woodpecker. 
 
The group continued its monthly walk around the Westbury Wildlife Park by kind permission 
of the park’s Trustees.  
 
Raising Awareness 
Frequently walkers question us during our monthly surveys and this gives us an opportunity 
to tell them about the variety of birdlife and also the activities of the FOBW. 
 
In May, as part of the Bristol Walking Festival, a Bird Walk was led by ecologist Mary Wood. 
This was well attended by adults and children and was considered to be both enjoyable as 
well as informative.  
 
Conservation 
At least ten of our twenty bird boxes were seen to be occupied by blue tits or great tits. 
During the autumn 2 Tawny Owl boxes were funded by FOBW and put up by The South 
Gloucestershire Hawk & Owl Trust. These replace the two previous owl boxes which are no 
longer useable. 
 
Mike Townsend 
March 2017 
  



FOBW Riverfly and Freshwater Report 2017  
 
Siân and I have continued monthly sampling of the River Trym within Badock’s Wood for 
both water creatures and chemicals as part of a national survey sponsored by the Bristol 
Avon Rivers Trust (BART). The results give an indication of the level of pollution within the 
river and if there are dramatic changes in levels then action can be taken by the appropriate 
authorities.  
 
Riverfly kick sampling: There are eight target species that we look for and of these eight we 
have so far found only two. As a comparison, there are six or seven of the species regularly 
found in the Frome at Snuff Mills. This suggests that our water quality is the poorer. The two 
target species that we regularly find in the Badock’s Wood Trym are Olives (Baetidae) which 
are Mayfly larvae and Freshwater Shrimps (Gammarus). We usually also find leeches, water 
hoglice and various worms. 
 
Freshwater Data Watch: We test monthly for nitrates and phosphates as indicators of 
pollution. The Nitrate level has been steady at 5-10 ppm and the Phosphate level has been 
steady at less than 0.02 ppm but with one reading of 0.1 ppm.  
 
The results of our surveys are confusing in that the feedback from the chemical tests 
suggests that the ecological status of the water is very good and yet we have a reduced 
biodiversity within our target species. We have no explanation for this. 
 
Mike Townsend 
 March 2017  
 
  

FOBW Litter Picking Report 2017  
 
The Litter Picking Group has continued its monthly events throughout the year. At present 
there are thirty volunteers on the litter emailing list with an average of 7 volunteers 
attending per event. The leader feels this to be an adequate number although more 
volunteers are always welcome. 
 
During the year the group was grateful to be given extra equipment through an initiative by 
the Campaign to Protect Rural England as well as a donation of 100 Bristol Pounds. A 
condition of this gift was that we be registered on their website called Litter Action and 
report the number of bags of rubbish collected. During 2016 the Group collected about 120 
bags of rubbish. 
 
As well as keeping Badock’s Wood clear of litter the group was involved in two projects 
organised by Bristol Avons Rivers Trust and the local community to clear rubbish from 
Trymside Open Space. 
 
Fly Tipping remains a recurring problem at the boundary between Badock’s Wood and 
Clover Ground and the council appear not to have the resources to remove this promptly. 
 
Mike Townsend 
 March 2017 
 



FRIENDS OF BADOCK'S WOOD.

Statement of Accounts 12 months ending 28 Feb 2017

2016/17 2015/16

 Cheque a/c Saving a/c

OPENING BALANCES Bank 2660.09 1023.05 7642.67

2660.09

INCOME BCC/LNR Grant 236.00 0.49

Cash Transfer 102.43

BCC WB Grant 500.00

Private Donation 1000.00

1838.43

  

EXPENDITURE S Parry Inks 26.96

T West Deck Oil 29.00

Digiprint leaflets 120.00

Avon Bat Group 28.00

BNS Donation 85.00

Hawk & Owl Trust 160.00

J Stevenson 91.00

 -539.96

 

CLOSING BALANCE Bank  3958.56 1023.54 3785.06

Committed Expenditure Estimates

Triangle Bench 1120.00

Clear Up Poster 320.00

BNS Membership 25.00

What's On Leaflet 200.00

Total committed funds 1665.00

Ringfenced donation for capital project 1000.00

2665.00

1293.56

Cash held - opening balance 101.92

Card Sales 58.00

Event Donations 132.79

Room Hire X 5 -50.00

Stamps/Expenses/Donations -57.78   

CPRE Donation 100.00

Transfer to cheque a/c -102.43

J Stevenson (Bristol Pounds) -85.00

 

Closing balance 97.50
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